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The purpose of this study was to assess the strategies of language reception of a men-
tally retarded child. The level of the strategies can be measured whether the child could
appropriately comply with utterance or not.

There are two types of utterance in terms of its complexity : One of them consisted of
one word and another, of two or more words. In Japanese the child can not appropriately
respond to the latter types of utternce such as “BUTA GA KUMA O KERU” when the
child is controlled only by nouns and verbs, and is not controlled by some relational marker
such as case particles.

Previous study demonstrated that the normal child, at some developmental stage, was
more controlled by word order and semantic cue than case particles. The child is apt to
discern the first noun as an agent,and the second as a patient. On the other hand,“seman-
tic cue” means that the child was controlled by the possible relation among nouns (e. g.,
animate-inanimate relation).

In word order, there are two possible forms of stimulus control. One of them is that
the each position of nouns functions as a relational marker. That is, the first position has

" the same informational value as “GA” and the second position, as “O”. Another is that
either the first or second position has the same value as that of “GA” or of “O”. In order
to determine which forms the child might be controlled by, English or nonsense syllable
was used as a noun in either of the two positions.

The results showed that the child was also controlled by word order and semantic cue.
And in word order, each position of nouns worked as a relational marker. Furthermore,
the power of semantic cue was stronger than that of word order. And some directions on

promoting particles were suggested.
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