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How to Operate the Vocal Behavior of a Severely Retarded Girl:
Effects of “Playback Technique” of a Vocal Sound being
Emitted by a Child on Her Actual Vocalizations

Michinori FUJIKANE

(Dept. of Special Education, Fukuoka University of Education)
CPRE74E 9 A 6 HZH)

This study was to identify a new variable which would affect the vocal behavior of a
severely retarded girl who could not imitate trainer’s vocal model, and whose frequencies of
vocalization were not increased through social reinforcement.

In this study, the effects of vocal sound being emitted by the child on her subsequent
vocalizations were discussed. The child’s vocal sound as an independent variable was
tape-recorded, and the trainer played it back when the child demanded for opening of a
door.

Results showed that the child’'s vocalization rate was increased when the playback
technique was introduced. Although most of vocal sounds being emitted by a child were
the same as the sound being played back, it was unclear whether the sound being played
back should affect a kind of vocal sound of the child.

In order to make this point clear, the kinds of vocal sound emitted by the child were
compared between “Playback condition” and “Control condition”. In both conditions, the
child was allowed to have free play. The difference was whether the sounds of the child
were played back or not. That is, in Playback condition, one sound of the child was re-
peatedly presented through a tape-recorder at approximately 4-second intervals. Results
indicated that the child emitted the same kind of sound as being played back more frequent-
ly in Playback condition. These results revealed that the playback technique affected not
only the frequencies of vocalization but also a kind of vocal sound.
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