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Acquisition of Receptive Language Skills of a Child with Severe Mental Retardation:

From the Viewpoint of Functional Use of Responses
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In this study, receptive object labels were trained to a girl with severe mental retardation.
The hypothesis was that if the trainer presented object label just before the presentating
the reinforcer of requesting behavior, the label should be a conditioned reinforcer for the
request, and should also function as discriminative stimulus for accessing to the requesting
object. That is, the requesting behavior for objects of the child were used as a mediator
for acquisition of receptive labels.

As the training progressed, the child began to throw up her arms just after the object
labels presented by the trainer. Furthermore, same responses were also observed when the
trainer presented object labels even if the child did not show any requesting behavior. At
this time, the child always accessed to the object offered by the trainer. The child, however,
never accessed to the object when the child did not threw up her arms just after object
labels. These results were considered to support the hypothesis described above. Furthermore,
it appeared that the responses of the child to the object labels (throw up her arms) were

functionally equivalent to the “yes” response.
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