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In this study, stimulus-functions of the controlling stimuli over vocal request were assessed under errand situation.
Errand situation was such that the director demanded an object to a child. The child went to the supplier, and made
such a vocal request as "GIVE ME (object name)." The child was also required to hand the object to the director.
Accessing to the object the child returned was provided as a reinforcer for errand behavior. In addition, both a plastic
bag and an object, to which the child should request, were presented by the supplier in order to promote the child's
errand behavior itself, because the probabilities of occurrence of the errand behavior were low in rate if these two
stimuli were not shown to the child.

During this training, the stimulus-functions of the plastic bag and the object presented were assessed using the
following four types of trial: (a) plastic bag was presented, (b) object was presented, (c) both of them were
presented, and (d) neither of them were presented. :

Results showed that when both stimuli were presented, the child emitted a vocal request. On the contrary, the
occurrence of a vocal request gradually decreased under the trials where no stimuli or one of the two stimuli was
presented. It was remarkable that under the trials where only the object was presented, the child emitted such a vocal
response as "GIVE ME A PLASTIC BAG." Furthermore, just after the presentation of the plastic bag, the child
requested the object vocally. However, it could not be concluded that the plastic bag acquired a stimulus function as
a discriminative stimulus for "GIVE ME" response because the child did not use any vocal response under the trials
where only the plastic bag was presented. It appeared that the object functioned as a discriminative stimulus for
request or an establishing operation for request and that the plastic bag functioned as a setting event (catalyst) in
terms of increases in the effectiveness of a stimulus control over request (object - vocal request relationship).
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