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The relationship between theory of mind and social behavior
in young children as assessed by teachers
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The present study investigated 4- to 6-year-olds to determine: (a) developmental
changes of the underlying processes in a theory of mind (ToM) task (understandings of
false belief, current and past situations), and (b) associations between children’s
performances of ToM tasks and their social behavior as assessed by their teachers. Most
4-year-olds could correctly answer questions related to the current situation; however,
they were less likely to correctly respond to questions about false belief and past
situations than were 5- and 6-year-olds. Understandings of past situations in 4-year-olds
and false-belief understanding in 5-year-olds were correlated with scores on a number of
subrating scales of social behavior. However, for 6-year-olds, there was little correlation
between ToM tasks and social behavior as assessed by their teachers. These findings were
discussed in light of the teachers’ support for children who had interpersonal problems
with classmates because of their lack of understanding of false belief.
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