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A study for testing the construct validity of mottainai emotional traits
Masayuki KUROKAWA (Educational Psychology)

The purpose of the study was to test the construct validity of mottainai emotional traits by investigating
correlations with relevant scales. Participants were 46 vocational school students and 299 undergraduate
students who responded to a questionnaire. Scales employed in this study were the followings: (a) guilt,
(b) regret, (c) animism, and (d) economic value-intention. Mottainai emotional traits had a significant
positive correlation with guilt, regret, and animism. However, mottainai emotional traits had no significant
correlation with economic value-intention. It was found that participants who were under the influence
of sunk cost showed significantly higher mottainai emotional traits than participants who were not under
the influence of sunk cost.

Keywords : mottainai emotional traits, guilt, regret, animism, sunk cost



