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The Self-Conceptions of Indian Adolescents: Assessment and Cross-Cultural Validation
Nisha Dhawan
Department of Psychology, University Of Allahabad, India
David Watkins
Department of Education, University of Hong Kong
A Hindi translation of the Self-Description Questionnaire-I (Marsh, 1988)was administered to
99 male and 105 female students with a mean age of 14.9 years. The SDQ-I scales were found to
have an adequate internal consistency reliability (alpha's ranged from r_.65 to .87).Factor analysis
supported the expected underlying heirarchical model(Shavelson, Hubner, Stanton 1976)on which
the SDQ-I is based.Comparison of scale scores indicated that males tend to have higher self-esteem
than females in domaines such as physical abilities, appearence and mathematics.These findings
are similar to previous comparisons of the self-concepts of children from Australian and Asian
countries thus underlying its culture specific determinants. (Email: aupsy @hotmail.com)

Constructing After-Life Scales for International Comparison:
Dialogue with Ancestors, Reincarnation, Daily Shamanism in Japan
Shunya Nakamura, Naoki Kuramoto & Yoshimi Nakashima
Fukuoka University of Education, Japan

In East and South Asia, there are some cultural and religious traditions concerning
reincarnation and ancestor's spirits. In Japan there is the Obon festival in which the Japanese
invite their ancestor's spirits and greet them. In India and Bali Indonesia, there are similar
phenomena. However, there seems to have been a cultural and psychological change recently in
these countries. We attempted to make scales based on Reincarnation, Dialogue with Ancestors,
Daily Shamanism and Who Determine After-Life and tried to find out relations between
DAPR10(Death Attitude Profile), SCS6(Self Construal), GHQ12 and Depression after losing
someone. (Email: nakamush@fukuoka-edu.ac.jp)

On the Chinese Basic Personality Structure Influenced by Benevolence
Antao Chen, Hong Li & Shan Gao
School of Psychology, Southwest China Normal University, China

Every Culture has its own core idea. The core idea of Chinese traditional culture is
Benevolence. The Benevolence is defined, in Chinese traditional culture, as a basic ethic idea of
two persons as one. It means the human beings should love each other. The core idea of culture is
very important to the development of basic personality structure of an individual. The mechanism
of cultural influence on the formation of human basic personality structure is
same-structure-mapping. To understand the core idea of culture is a key to understand the basic
personality structure of a person or of a nation. (Email: chenantao @vip.sina.com)

Analyzing the Relationship between Acculturation and Nationality
Magdalena Varela
Universidad Nacional Auténoma de México, Mexico

Goal in this study was to analyze the influence that nationality variable exerted on
international students acculturate process. They were college and postgraduate students; they were
studying in Mexican universities. An acculturation scale and a battery of tests were applied; in
order to get information about the way acculturation was taking place. 209 females, 187 males
were participating. It was observed that nationality is a quiet important variable when we are taking
about acculturation. Differences among nationalities are evident when analysis of covariance was
applied. ANOVA showed significant differences among groups’ means. Latino and Europeans
groups’ means were the highest. (Email: vvarela@correo.unam.mx)
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