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Support for Children’s Mental Health in Large-Scale Disasters: Lectures and Workshops
by J. Kenardy and His Team, and the Next Steps in School Psychology

for the Prevention Education in Japan

Reizo KOIZUMI (Fukuoka University of Education)

Professor J. Kenardy and his team at the Queensland University, Australia, gave several lectures and workshops in sever-
al cities in November 2014. The theme was preventive and therapeutic support by teachers and school-related personnel in
children’s mental health in large-scale disasters (earthquakes, big fires, floods, etc.). Its content was summarized, and the
qualitative and quantitative results followed. The present disaster education in Japan and the efforts for children’s mental
health were surveyed. With reference to the trends overseas, the following three points were discussed: (1) Each school plays
an important role in its local community as a basis for disaster prevention education, (2) disaster prevention education
should be based on social and emotional learning, and needs to be involved and located in the whole scheme of prevention
education in the school, and (3) efforts to promote children's resilience in disasters and its results are expected to be dissemi-

nated globally.

Key words: large-scale disaster, mental health, disaster prevention education, resilience, social and emotional learning
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