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The Old Man’s Solitary World in The Old Man and the Sea:
A Comparative Appreciation of the Original Novel and the Movie
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First I have tried to eliminate everything unnecessary to conveying experience to the reader
so that after he or she has read something it will become a part of his or her experience and
seem actually to have happened. This is very hard to do and I've worked at it very hard.
(Plimpton 236)
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flour sacks and, furled, it looked like the flag of permanent defeat.”(9)'&Efidhh T3, Z DR
BlHEIL, ArBORDEZEZEADALED [REOHMIL] #H%RSH&5 &35, LaL, “Everything
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“Tell me about the baseball,” the boy asked him.

“In the American League it is the Yankees as I said,” the old man said happily.

“They lost today,” the boy told him.

“That means nothing. The great DiMaggio is himself again.”

“They have other men on the team.”

“Naturally. But he makes the difference. In the other league, between Brooklyn and
Philadelphia I must take Brooklyn. But then I think of Dick Sisler and those great drives in
the old park.”

“There was nothing ever like them. He hits the longest ball I have ever seen.” (21)
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He no longer dreamed of storms, nor of women, nor of great occurrences, nor of great fish,
nor fights, nor contests of strength, nor of his wife. (25)
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He felt the light delicate pulling and then a harder pull when a sardine’s head must have
been more difficult to break from the hook. Then there was nothing.

“Come on,” the old man said aloud. “Make another turn. Just smell them. Aren’t they
lovely? Eat them good now and then there is the tuna. Hard and cold and lovely. Don’t be
shy, fish. Eat them.” (42)
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“I love you and respect you very much. But I will kill you dead before this day ends.” (54) &
ML E—HT, ZOKMIKHTEHEOLFFHD, “I wish T could feed the fish, he thought. He is
my brother. But I must kill him and keep strong to do it.” (59) &EIHIN T3, TODMIT,
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tail straight up and down we sail like brothers.” (99) i T, WD XS I TcBAETAY
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The wind is our friend, anyway, he thought. Then he added, sometimes. And the great sea
with our friends and our enemies. And bed, he thought. Bed is my friend. Just bed, he
thought. Bed will be a great thing. It is easy when you are beaten, he thought. I never
knew how easy it was. And what beat you, he thought.

“Nothing,” he said aloud. “I went out too far.” (120)
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The old man took it and drank it.

“They beat me, Manolin,” he said. “They truly beat me.”

“He didn’t beat you. Not the fish.”

“No. Truly. It was afterwards.”

“Pedrico is looking after the skiff and the gear. What do you want done with the head?”

“Let Pedrico chop it up to use in fish traps.”

“And the spear?”

“You keep it if you want it.”

“I want it,” the boy said. “Now we must make our plans about the other things.”

“Did they search for me?”

“Of course. With coast guard and with planes.”

“The ocean is very big and a skiff is small and hard to see,” the old man said. He noticed
how pleasant it was to have someone to talk to instead of speaking only to himself and to the
sea. “I missed you,” he said. (124)
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Up the road, in his shack, the old man was sleeping again. He was still sleeping on his face
and the boy was sitting by him watching him. The old man was dreaming about the lions.
(127)
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“I'll kill him though,” he said. “In all his greatness and his glory.”

Although it is unjust, he thought. But I will show him what a man can do and what a
man endures.

“I told the boy I was a strange old man,” he said. “Now is when I must prove it.”

The thousand times that he had proved it meant nothing. Now he was proving it again.
Each time was a new time and he never thought about the past when he was doing it. (66)
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