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The Hero as a Lonely Dreamer in Almayer’s Folly
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What he [Almayer] wanted with a pony goodness only knows, since I am perfectly certain he
could not ride it; but here you have the man, ambitious, aiming at the grandiose, importing a pony,
whereas in the whole settlement at which he used to shake daily his important fist, there was only
one path that was practicable for a pony: a quarter of a mile at most, hedged in by hundreds of
square leagues of virgin forest. But who knows? The importation of that Bali pony might have
been part of some deep scheme, of some diplomatic plan, of some hopeful intrigue. With Almayer
one could never tell. He governed his conduct by considerations removed from the obvious, by
incredible assumptions, which rendered his logic impenetrable to any reasonable person. (76)
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“Kasper! Makan!”

The well-known shrill voice startled Almayer from his dream of splendid future into the
unpleasant realities of the present hour. An unpleasant voice too. He had heard it for many years,
and with every year he liked it less. No matter; there would be an end to all this soon.

He shuffled uneasily, but took no further notice of the call. Leaning with both his elbows on the
balustrade of the verandah, he went on looking fixedly at the great river that flowed—indifferent
and hurried—Dbefore his eyes. He liked to look at it about the time of sunset; perhaps because at that
time the sinking sun would spread a glowing gold tinge on the waters of the Pantai, and Almayer’s
thoughts were often busy with gold; gold he had failed to secure; gold the others had secured—
dishonestly, of course—or gold he meant to secure yet, through his own honest exertions, for himself
and Nina. He absorbed himself in his dream of wealth and power away from this coast where
he had dwelt for so many years, forgetting the bitterness of toil and strife in the vision of a great
and splendid reward. They would live in Europe, he and his daughter. They would be rich and
respected. Nobody would think of her mixed blood in the presence of her great beauty and of his
immense wealth. Witnessing her triumphs he would grow young again, he would forget the twenty-
five years of heart-breaking struggle on this coast where he felt like a prisoner. All this was nearly
within his reach. Let only Dain return! And return soon he must—in his own interest, for his own
share. He was now more than a week late! Perhaps he would return to-night. (3-4)*
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Such were Almayer’s thoughts as, standing on the verandah of his new but already decaying
house—that last failure of his life—he looked on the broad river. There was no tinge of gold on
it this evening, for it had been swollen by the rains, and rolled an angry and muddy flood under
his inattentive eyes, carrying small drift-wood and big dead logs, and whole uprooted trees with
branches and foliage, amongst which the water swirled and roared angrily. (4)
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Almayer in his white jacket and flowered sarong, surrounded by a circle of glittering uniforms,
stamped his foot to show the solidity of the neatly-fitting floors and expatiated upon the beauties
and convenience of the building. They listened and assented, amazed by the wonderful simplicity
and the foolish hopefulness of the man, till Almayer, carried away by his excitement, disclosed his
regret at the non-arrival of the English, “who knew how to develop a rich country,” as he expressed
it. There was a general laugh amongst the Dutch officers at that unsophisticated statement, and a
move was made towards the boats; ... (35-36)
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WX A4 ~1ZmHh - T “You thief!'” (178) }:HJP/&&, PR H» 2T, “‘Nay, Tuan, ... ‘that is
not true also. The girl came of her own will. I have done no more but to show her my love like a man;
she heard the cry of my heart, and she came, and the dowry I have given to the woman you call your
wife. " (178) LRHFT 2, ZNEHWT, ROV LEEFEOHFTVHIDEF L LIFT, A=A A ¥ —I3M
2% » T, “‘Tell me, ... “ ‘tell me, what made you give you, your mother and that man? What made
you give yourself up to that savage? For he is a savage. Between him and you there is a barrier that
nothing can remove.”” (178) &&#EM9 %, ZHIx LT, &l “T am not of your race. Between your
people and me there is also a barrier that nothing can remove....”” (179) &€& 2 %,
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“T will never forgive you, Nina—never! If you were to come back to me now, the memory of this
night would poison all my life. I shall try to forget. I have no daughter. There used to be a half-
caste woman in my house, but she is going even now. You, Dain, or whatever your name may be, I
shall take you and that woman to the island at the mouth of the river myself. Come with me.” (184)
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a5 v Nk Almayer’s Folly 12T 72 “Author’'s Note” ®H1C, “there is a bond between us and
that humanity so far away.” (viii) &7z, RO LHIITHEFTLLTW5S,

I am content to sympathize with common mortals, no matter where they live; in houses or in tents,
in the streets under a fog, or in the forests behind the dark line of dismal mangroves that fringe
the vast solitude of the sea. For, their land —like ours—Ilies under the inscrutable eyes of the Most
High. Their hearts—Ilike ours—must endure the load of the gifts from Heaven: the curse of facts
and the blessing of illusions, the bitterness of our wisdom the deceptive consolation of our folly. (viii)
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