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Abstract

In the present article, teaching practice has been studied for the teaching subject “Special needs
education and regular education” offered in the second half of the first year during the teacher training
program of Fukuoka University of Education, which is a teacher training university. Awareness of
students has been investigated before and after the class by using a questionnaire. In addition, it was
aimed to obtain the basic data for examining curriculum in order to nurture and improve professional
competence concerning teaching/supporting people with disabilities by conducting the survey of their
awareness of terminology related to special needs education.

In this subject, the participants learned about systems and methods of special needs education,
teaching/supporting children with disabilities in the regular classes, and education that children with
disabilities will learn together with the children without disabilities.

Terms that increased their awareness after the classes as compared to before the classes were
terms related to education that children with disabilities will learn together with the children without
disabilities, promotion of special needs education, and curriculum/methods of teaching of special needs
education, such as “special needs education coordinator” , “individual education support plan” ,

“individual teaching plan” , “lesson plan for special needs school” , “exchange and cooperative
learning” , “integrated education” , and “inclusive education” . These results showed that apart from
subjects related to basic knowledge and understanding related to special needs education and learning
about engaging with children and people with disabilities, it would be meaningful to have courses
concerning education that children with disabilities will learn together with the children without
disabilities and teaching practical places (schools or classrooms) of special needs education.

With regard to requests for future learning related to special needs education from the students,
just like Kenjo et al (2013) suggested, engaging with children and persons with disabilities and
support method received the highest response. Furthermore, several students expressed their desire to
continue learning about special needs education in future was evident from opinions such as  “I would
like to take the subjects related to special needs education while exploring the possibility of getting
special needs education faculty license” (24.1%) and “I would like to take the courses related to
special needs education although | am not planning to get special needs education faculty license at
present” (70.4%) .

In the future, in light of these results, it is necessary to develop teaching training while further

considering exchange between special needs education and regular education.
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