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Study on the Culture Media for Induction
of Asexual Reproduction through Segment Separation
of Yamatohimemimizu, Enchytraeus japonensis
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Abstract

A species of soil worm, Yamato-hime-mimizu, Enchytraeus japonensis (E. japonensis),
proliferate themselves through unique asexual reproduction besides sexual reproduction observed
also in the soill worm in general. Induction of the segment separation needs artificial
treatment, such as the cut of E. japonensis to two pieces or the electrical stimulation. However,
the simple and successful induction method was developed in this study by using food agar,
which can be in hand at any city food shop. Introduction of this induction way makes the
student experiment more interesting and impressive. It can be also expected that the experiment
shall cultivate the respectful concept of students for life or life beings.
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